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COLOMBIA. 
CARTAGENA. 

By  Consul  Alitlionsc  J.  Les|iinaK.se,  .Iiiiie  1. 

Tho  proposed  (l(?o])ening  oi"  the  Diqiie  Canal,  connecting  Cartagena 
with  the  ^lagiUilena  Iviver,  over  which  all  the  products  of  the  interior 
are  shipped,  will  be  of  great  vahie  to  this  port.  At  present  the  canal 
can  be  used  only  by  vessels  of  light  draft  during  the  rainy  season, 
from  IMay  to  December.  Cartagena  has  one  of  the  best  harbors  on 
the  northern  coast  of  South  America,  with  adcfjuate  depth  and  safe 
anchorage  for  the  largest  0(!ean  steaniers. 

Shipping-  Facilities  and  Statistics. 

Six  steamship  lines  call  at  this  port — the  United  Fruit  Co.,  weekly, 
fi-om  New  Yoi'k  via  Kingston  and  Colon;  the  Leyland  and  Harrison 
Lines,  monthly,  from  Kngland ;  the  (\mipagnie  (jenerale  Trans- 
atlantique.  monthly,  from  St.  Xazaire;  the  Koyal  ]\lail  Steam  Packet 
Co..  bimcmthly,  from  Xew  York;  and  the  Italian  line.  La  Veloce, 
bimonthly,  from  Genoa. 

The  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  of  Cartagena  was  171,  of 
373,-220  tons,  in  1915,  and  -JOS,  of  385,055  tons,  in  1916.  There  Avere 
52  American  vessels,  of  1G1,489  tons,  in  1915,  and  88,  of  232,243  tons, 
in  191G;  British,  43,  of  129,222  tons,  and  37,  of  92,337  tons;  Colom- 
bian, 37,  of  1,942  tons,  and  44,  of  1,000  tons;  Dutch,  11,  of  11,340  tons, 
and  4,  of  386  tons;  French,  10,  of  30,268  tons,  and  12,  of  38,675  tons; 
Italian,  11,  of  31,815  tons,  and  5,  of  19,028  tons;  and  Xorwegian,  6, 
of  6,108  tons,  and  15,  of  1,332  tons.  One  Dani.sh  vessel  of  1,042  tons 
entered  in  1915  and  3  Panaman  schooners  of  54  tons  in  1916. 
Colombian  Railroads. 

There  are  1,111  kilometers  (690.34  miles)  of  raihvays  in  Colombia. 
The  length,  gauge,  and  subsi<]y  of  the  different  lines  are  shown  in  the 
following  table: 

Industries  of  Cartagena. 

The  more  imi)ortant  of  the  48  industrial  establishments  in  this  dis- 
trict are  the  Coloml^ian  Sugar  Co.,  with  $2,000,000  capital  and  5,000 
employees,  exporting  most  of  the  product  of  its  phmtation;  a  tannic 
extract  plant,  under  the  same  ownership,  with  $200,000  capital  and 
500  employees,  shipping  its  entire  output  to  the  United  States;  a 
factory,  with  $200,000  cai)i>tal,  producing  bleached  and  unbleached  cot- 
ton goods,  drills,  yarn,  linens,  etc.,  for  domestic  consumption;  the 
factory  of  J.  M.  de  la  Espriella,  with  $(>0.000  capital,  100  employees, 
and  a  daily  output  of  lOo  dozen  cotton  ;ind  woolen  undeishirts  and 
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50  dozen  cotton  and  silk  hosiery,  all  sold  locally ;  and  the  factory  of 
Espriella  Hermanos,  with  $70,000  capital  and  35  employees,  produc- 
ing about  24,000  pairs  of  cheap-grade  shoes  annually''  and  tanning 
the  leather  used  in  their  manufacture. 

An  establishment  with  departments  for  the  making  of  candles, 
chocolate,  and  furniture  is  operated  by  Lequerica  Hermanos;  the 
capital  invested  is  $39,000.  In  the  factory  of  M.  Emiliani,  with 
$30,000  capital  and  24  employeas,  52,000  packages  of  cigarettes  are 
manufactured  annually.  The  Colombian  Match  Factory,  with  60 
employees,  produces  from  300  to  350  gross  daily.  The  principal 
bakery  in  the  city  is  that  of  Benneditti  Hermanos,  employing  15 
l^ersons.  Forty  tons  daily  is  the  output  of  the  local  ice  plant.  Sixteen 
men  are  employed  at  the  electric  plant,  which  serves  2,000  subscribers 
using  5,000  16-candlepower  lamps. 


Railroad. 

Length. 

Gauge. 

Subsidy  per 
kilometer. 

Kilo- 
meters. 
36 

169 
28 

105 
72 

111 

132 
40 
62 

178 
20 
98 
30 
30 

Meters. 
0.914 

.914 
1.075 

.914 
1.0 

.914 

.914 
1.0 
1.0 

.914 
1.0 

.914 
1.0 

.914 

$9,900  to  S15,000. 
510,000. 

ss.ooo. 

Tartagena     

Cuciita 

b  85,000. 

?6,000  and  $9,000. 

Girardot  .                   

$35,000. 

La  Sabana. 

(<•) 

d  $9,900. 

Pacific 

840,000. 

Puerto  Wilches, 

(«) 

Santamarta 

(/) 

Sur 

$40,000. 

Tolima ...                   

(c) 

a  7  per  cent  annually  on  total  cost,  .S600,000. 
b  Also  36,000  hectarias  of  uncultivated  land. 
c  $30,000  of  total  cost. 
d  Not  reimbursable. 


<•  7  per  cent  annually  on  capital  at  rate  of  $40,000 

per  kilometer. 
/  100,000  hectarias  of  uncultivated  land. 
»  7  per  cent  on  .S28,000. 


live-Stock  Industry  Profitable. 

Cattle  raising  is  one  of  the  most  profitable  indu.stries  in  Colombia. 
The  stock,  of  high  grade,  feeds  on  rich  pasture  lands  and  furnishes 
a  good  quality  of  meat.  Shipments  are  made  weekly  to  Panama, 
and  arrangements  are  being  made  for  regular  consignments  to  Cuba. 
The  average  price  of  fat  beeves  ranges  from  $40  to  $45  delivered 
alongside  vessel. 

The  number,  average  price  per  head,  and  total  value  of  the  cattle 
and  other  live  stock  in  the  Cartagena  district  are  as  follows :  Cattle, 
3,182  head  ($8  to  $30),  $56,960;  hogs,  8,460  head  ($10  to  $30),  $193,- 
500;  goats,  2,459  head  ($1),  $2,459;  horses.  5,381  head  ($35  to  $80), 
$60,063;  asses,  3,337  head  ($12  to  $15),  $46,266:  and  mules,  585  head 
($80),  $46,800.  The  aggregate  number  of  live' stock  in  this  district 
is  23,404,  valued  at  $406,048. 

Imports  and  Chief  Countries  of  Origin. 

JMore  than  90  per  cent  of  the  imports  into  Cartagena  now  come 
from  the  United  States  and  the  United  Kingdom.  In  the  consid- 
erably increased  total  for  1916  the  gain  of  the  United  States  was 
$1,315,020  and  that  of  the  United  Kingdom,  $378,480.  France  is  the 
onW  other  country  figuring  appreciably  at  present  in  the  import 
trade  of  this  port,  as  apparent  from  the  accompanying  table  of  the 
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values  of  the  principal  articles  imported  during  the  past  two  years 


and  the  chief  countries  of  origin 


Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Articles. 

1915 

1916 

Arms  and  ammunition 

United  States 

516,512 

16,512 

288, 228 

96,504 

191,244 

265,708 

211,929 

23,981 

22,898 

23,197 

9, 145 

5,398 

15, 161 

15, 161 

562,841 

317,672 

232,287 

54, 408 

30, 247 

7,842 

343,683 

202, 847 

124, 171 

29,010 

26, 105 

096 
502 

68,074 
57,955 

324, 724 
253,410 
65, 783 
44,083 

518,005 
15,084 
134, 299 
128, 801 
5,498 
277,409 
215, 953 
35, 115 
17,209 
49,352 
28, 172 
20,322 
15,765 
15, 143 
493, 742 
329,286 
153,704 
131, 141 
99, 487 
19,050 

1 

Oils  and  greases 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Paints,  varnishes,  etc 

United  States 

$218,558 

208, 860 

8, 475 

51,076 

43,593 

5,757 

76, 709 

52,057 

6,971 

13, 249 

11,369 

1,445 

26, 477 

20, 017 

8,919 

3,947 

3,595 

2,328 

110 

1,799 

1,013,257 

494,008 

433,041 

12, 540 

15,0,54 

10,700 

39, 225 

10,289 

10, 805 

6,627 

166,954 

$55,378 
45,000 
8,571 
50,209 
38,892 
8,668 
174,710 
133  888 

Automobiles,  carriages,  etc. 
United  States 

United  KinE;dom 

Drills  and  chcmicah 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Paper,  books,  etc 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Electrical  appliances 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Perfumery,  soap,  etc 

United  States 

12,096 
24, 563 
14  514 

United  ICingdom 

United  Kingdom 

Plants  and  seeds 

7,152 
2  899 

United  States 

2,776 
27  722 

Rubber,  etc 

United  States       

United  States 

17  506 

United  Kingdom 

Glass  and  china  ware,  etc. . . 
United  States           

United  Kingdom 

Scientific  instruments 

United  States 

6,921 
74, 519 
62,938 
9,712 
2  536  719 

United  Kingdom 

United  Kingdom 

Textiles          

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

United  States 

1,231  022 

1, 103, 023 

Leather  and  leather  goods. . 

United  States 

Lighting  and  heating  ap- 
paratus                   

73, 901 
69, 156 

253,202 
250, 437 

71, 129 
65, 049 

193, 862 

155, 141 

38, 563 

600, 444 

539,733 

102,468 

51,829 

46, 496 

5,247 

France     

47  093 

Tobacco  and  manufactures. 
United  States 

27,309 
6,899 

Wines  and  liquors 

79, 456 

United  States 

34,446 

18  468 

United  States       

factiu'es  of  wood          .  . . 

United  Kingdom 

4,303 

20, 712 

Machinerj',     agricultural, 
mining,  and  industrial 

Total 

3,709,601 

2, 101, 499 

1,28.5,353 

61, 470 

5, 504, 996 

United  States 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 
France 

3,476,519 

United  Kingdom 

Metals 

1,003,833 
140,970 

29,363 
14,053 
40,210 
32,917 
5,111 

United  Kingdom 

Musical  instruments 

United  States 

United  Kingdom 

American  Trade  Extension — Markets  for  Footwear  and  Machinery. 

In  order  to  retain  their  present  advantages  in  Colombian  trade 
it  is  essential  for  American  manufacturers  to  give  particular  attention 
to  the  requirements  of  local  merchants.  The  best  method  of  intro- 
ducing new  lines  is  through  salesmen  who  have  a  good  command  of 
Spanish  and  a  pleasing  personalit3^  Business  men  here  are  much 
more  interested  in  samples  than  in  catalogues.  Commercial  travelers 
carrying  samples  in  Colombia  are  subject  to  a  tax  of  from  $10  to  $25, 
according  to  the  city  visited.  It  is  important  that  American  ex- 
porters attach  to  their  products  short  but  explicit  directions  in 
Spanish  so  that  the  purchaser  may  understand  their  use.  Instructions 
in  English  are  of  no  value  and  likely  to  cause  preference  for  similar 
articles  of  other  manufacture.  Descriptive  lists  should  be  published 
in  Spanish  with  prices  and  discounts  for  the  benefit  of  the  importer. 

Colombians  who  have  traveled  and  visited  the  United  States  appre- 
ciate the  merits  of  American-made  shoes,  but  owing  to  high  duties 
onl}^  the  wealthier  classes  can  afford  to  wear  them.  Sales  here  are 
restricted  to  the  medium  grades,  which  bring  from  $6  to  $8  per  pair 
at  retail.  There  is  a  very  limited  demand  for  the  better  grades  of 
American  shoes ;  these  would  probably  have  to  sell  at  from  $15  to  $18 
per  pair.     The  best  shoes  manufactured  locally  are  attractive  in 
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appearance,  but  of  inferior  material,  and  do  not  stand  frequent  ex- 
posure to  moisture;  the  prices  are  from  $4  to  $8  per  pair. 

Although  most  of  the  agricultural  implements  used  by  the  farmers 
and  planters  of  Colombia  are  primitive,  there  is  a  likely  market  for 
modern  appliances  if  practical  instruction  in  their  use  is  given. 
American  manufacturers,  to  obtain  satisfactory  results  in  this  promis- 
ing field,  should  establish  warerooms  here  for  the  display  of  their 
products,  with  competent  Spanish-speaking  salesmen  to  explain  their 
merits. 
Leading  Articles  of  Export — Shipments  to  United  States. 

Tlie  principal  commodities  exported  from  the  Cartagena  district 
are  coli'ee,  hides,  goatskins,  ivory  nuts,  rubber,  medicinal  plants,  gold, 
silver,  and  platinum.  Sugar  is  shipped  in  fairly  large  quntities,  all 
from  the  Sincerin  plantation,  about  G5  miles  from  this  city,  with  an 
annual  output  of  100.000  bags,  of  which  20,000  are  sent  to  the  United 
States.  _  _  ;  j; 

There  was  a  general  increase  in  the  quantity  and  value  of.  articles 
exported  to  the  United  States  in  191C,  gold,  ipecac  roots,  and  wood 
being  the  only  items  to  show  a  decrease.  The  shipments  invoiced  at 
the  American  consulate  at  Cartagena  for  the  United  States  were 
valued  as  follows  during  the  past  two  years : 


Articles. 


Cattle number . 

Coconuts pounds . 

Coffee do... 

Goatskins do. . . 

Gold: 

Cyanide  precipitates do. . . 

Dust  and  bars ounces. 

Hats,  Panama dozen. 

Hides pounds. 

Ipecac  roots do. . . 

Ivory  nuts do. . . 

Orchid  plants number- 
Platinum  oiuices - 

Rubber pounds. 

Sugar do. . . 

Tannic  extract do. . . 

Tobacco,  leaf do. . . 

Wood,  cedar  and  mahogany feet  b.  m. 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1915 


Quantity.        Value. 


849 

61,300 

15,445,080 

71,352 

1,394 

20,251 

6,700 

2,535,207 

115, 078 

1,443,303 

5,000 

11,046 

208,432 

3, 757. 750 

1,920,881 

417,133 

2,391,610 


.«41,2.55 

1,276 

1,983,019 

21,196 

17,909 

352;  342 

106, 592 

,505, 5.58 

248,524 

41,295 

565 

504,302 

78,240 

134,037 

129,040 

24,338 

95, 672 

25,647 


Quantity.      Value 


1,116 

900, 120 

23, 140, 792 

93,531 

287 

17,812 

8,073 

2,536,743 

64,781 

3,195,032 

59,120 

15, 790 

590,603 

4,299,1.50 

3, 153, 1.54 

923, 698 

1,098,227 


4, 310, 813 


?46,012 

35, 176 

2,479,889 

29,847 

9,606 
320,292 
113,086 
643, 221 
155, 323 
129,722 
22, 135 
l,21,5,a30 
183,519 
218,557 
221,793 
101,549 
43,934 
32,802 


6, 002, 293 
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